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FROM OUR 
CHAIRMAN 
The Nevada Scottish Rite Foundation, a non-
profit Nevada Corporation 501(c) 3 was 
established in 1986 as the philanthropy for the 
Scottish Rite Valleys of the Orient of Nevada. 
Today, in conjunction with the University of 
Nevada in Reno, and Nevada State University in 
Henderson and Las Vegas, we treat children at no 
cost who are afflicted with language and learning 
disorders, principally, dyslexia and aphasia.The 
costs of operating our Rite Care clinics in Reno, 
Henderson, and Las Vegas, which provide these 
necessary services to afflicted children are entirely 
borne by the Nevada Scottish Rite Foundation. 
Our support for the clinics now exceeds $120,000 annually. All donations received go 
entirely to the support of the Clinics or Endowment Fund, no administration costs are 
deducted. Our Board of Trustees donate their time and talent so that the Foundation can 
function productively and effectively. 

David O. Martinez, 33°, P.G.M., Chairman 
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The Nevada Scottish Rite Foundation remains 
steadfast in its commitment to advancing 
healthcare, education, and community well-

being across Nevada. The Foundation continues its 
philanthropic impact through wholehearted support 
of the Las Vegas RiteCare Clinic, a collaboration 
operated by Nevada State College under the 
Foundation’s guidance. Offering free speech, 
language, fluency, and literacy therapy to children as 
young as two, this clinic not only provides critical 

services at no cost, but also functions as a clinical training ground for future speech-
language pathologists under supervision Since its launch in 2017, the clinic has helped 
dozens of children overcome communication challenges—services that typically cost up 
to $120 per hour—making a meaningful difference in early childhood development. By 
covering all operational costs with no administrative fees, the Foundation ensures that 
100% of donations directly benefit children in need and the training of upcoming 
clinicians. 

Through ongoing philanthropic efforts, the 
Foundation has made a lasting impact by 
supporting initiatives like the University of Nevada, 
Reno School of Medicine and its vital programs in 
autism, neurodevelopment, and speech pathology. 
Additionally, the Foundation’s support for the 
Department of Speech Pathology and Audiology 
has enabled the training of future clinicians within 
specialty clinics such as the Nevada Aphasia Center 
and the Northern Nevada Cleft Palate and 
Craniofacial Clinic. This ongoing partnership contributes directly to UNR Med’s mission of 
A Healthy Nevada, helping to equip over 4,000 students, residents, and fellows with the 
skills needed to lead advancements in healthcare, research, and public service across the 
state. 

2



The Foundation’s reputation for transparency and 
effectiveness has garnered recognition from nonprofit 
evaluators such as GuideStar and Charity Navigator, 
affirming its financial stewardship and measurable 
impact. These evaluations not only strengthen donor 
confidence but also bolster the Foundation’s credibility 
as it seeks further support. Going forward, increased 
fundraising is vital to expanding clinic capacity, 
enhancing service offerings, and scaling outreach—
especially in communities with limited access to 
speech therapy. With a robust record of measurable 

outcomes, educational partnerships, and external endorsements, the Nevada Scottish 
Rite Foundation is poised to amplify its mission: empowering individuals through 
communication, education, and health throughout Nevada. 

These accomplishments reflect a deep dedication to improving lives, but the demand for 
services continues to grow. As the Foundation looks to the future, increased fundraising 
efforts are essential to expand its reach, train more healthcare professionals, and ensure 
continued support for underserved populations throughout the state. 

You Can Help! 

A tax deductible gift made now to the Nevada Scottish Rite Foundation will demonstrate 
your positive answers to these important questions. Your donations go entirely to the 
support of the Clinics or Endowment Fund. NO administration costs are deducted. Our 
Board of Trustees donate their time and talent so that the Foundation can function 
productively and effectively. Add your support to the Scottish Rite Speech Clinics by 
making a tax deductible contribution of $50, $100, $365, or any other amount you wish. 

Please make your tax deductible gift payable to the Scottish Rite Foundation of Nevada, 
whose sole purpose is to fund the Scottish Rite Children’s Learning Center. Gifts may also 
be made in any of the following ways: 

• In Memory of 
• In Honor of/On the Occasion of 
• Donor’s Name 
Make sure and include the Donor’s Name 
and address and Gift announcement 
information if applicable. 
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Mail your tax deductible donation to: 

Nevada Scottish Rite Foundation 
P.O. Box 2068 

Reno, NV 89505-9949
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Parent Testimonial 

Attached is a picture of my son, Zach. He is 5 years old and 
has a severe speech disability. He wouldn't speak at all until 
after he was 4 years old because he was physically not 
capable of producing words to convey his ideas. Because he 
couldn't convey his ideas he became withdrawn and wouldn't 
connect with others. I reached out to several speech clinics, 
but was told the waitlist was 6 months long and I would have 
to jump through several hoops before he could even be 
considered for the wait list. Finally we found a private 
therapist who would come to our home to do an assessment. 
She said his case was one of the worst cases she had ever 
seen and she recommended we come to the Nevada State 
Speech Clinic. I reached out to Christine Zannie and she said 
Zach could start coming to the clinic almost immediately. She was  also surprised at what a 
severe case he had, but welcomed him with open arms. Zach has had an incredible 
experience working with these clinicians. He loves coming each week and literally skips into 
the session as the clinicians blow bubbles to welcome him in. He opened up to them and 
started attempting to talk while with them so they could assess what was causing his 
speech delays. After several weeks of working with him he went from 100% unintelligible to 
everyone around him to engaging in conversations with people. He has opened up and 
warmed up to others and is not self-conscious in attempting to convey his ideas to others. 
He has blossomed through this experience. Each week the clinicians talk with me about 
his progress, what sounds they worked on throughout the session, and what I can do at 
home to help him progress throughout the next week. They work with him through play and 
he loves seeing the other children during the session. I sincerely appreciate that they send 
home a breakdown of the day and things to consider for the next week. I have expressed to 
Christine that this clinic has been a gift from God to my family. I was not able to get him the 
help he needed through other channels in a timely manner. I am so grateful they were 
willing to accept him into the clinic. They could see there was a problem and they acted 
immediately. I was impressed that they could diagnose what issues he had and how they 
could help him make immediate changes that would have an immediate impact on his 
speech. They have been so kind and so generous and I can't thank them enough for their 
help. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Nichole Mason
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